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&BSTB&CT 

In an attempt to determine why students enroll in 
specific courses in a conprehensive coaaunity college, students at 
Lower Coluabia (Washington) were asked to respond to a questionnaire 
listing nine possible reasons for taking a particular course. 
Students received a coaputer card for every class in which they 
enrolled for fall quarter 1970, and were asked to note their level of 
agreeaent with stateaents concerning their reasons for enrollaent. 
Possible reasons listed were: (1) to improve ay present eaployaent; 
(2) to see if I'm interested in this area of study; (3) as a 
prerequisite for another course; (U) for my personal interest and/or 
pleasure; (5) to prepare for future employment; (6) to transfer to a 
four-year college; (7) to complete high school requirements; (8) to 
iaprove ay fundaaental skills; and (9) to satisfy a graduation 
requireaent. The statistical data is gathered by departaent and by 
three categories: community service education, occupational 
education, and general collegiate education. The main conclusion 
gathered from the study is that students enroll in courses for a wide 
variety of reasons; departments and instructors bust recognize the 
multiple functions served by each class. The questionnaire and a 
breakdown of the data are appended. (AH) 
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CLASS SELECTION BY COMMUNITY COLLEGL STUDENTS 

Comprehensive community colleges are unique institutions in Ameri- 
can higher education wherein three instructional functions are described 
and practiced. The functions of transfer or academic education, terminal 
or occupational education, and adult or continuing education are often 
discussed as operating on separate, distinct tracks, taught by disjointed 
subsets of the institution's faculty, for identifiably different groups or 
members of the student body. 

Are the objectives of the institution in providing transfer occupation- 
al, and continuing education programs as defined by board of trustees, 
administrators, and faculty members consistent with the reasons students 
enroll in individual courses? Do instructors define objf ctiv^^s for their 
courses that -.re in conformity with student expectations? Can an individ- 
ual course be comprehensive and serve several functions? Thesp are the 
questions that this research project was designed to answer. 

Statement of the Problem 

Why do students enroll in specific courses as offered in a compre- 
hensive community college? 

Procedure 

The study developed as a result of an expressed concern at Lower 
Columbia College as to the reasons why students enrolled in specific 



courses. The discussions lelated tc this interest led tc the development 
of a questionnaire that could be easily administered and quickly enumer- 
ated. During the summer quarter cf 1970, the questionnaire- was constructed 
and tried out with summer quarter enroUees. The resulting format, prepared 
for marking with electrographic pencils and conversion to punched cards 
is shown in Appendix A. 

The questionnaire listed nine possible reasons for taking the course. 
For each question the student was asked to indicate the degree to which 
each reason for taking the course applied. The choice of responses were: 
does not apply; applies slightly; applies moderately; applies strongly; 
and primary reason. The nine reasons are listed as follows; 
To improve my present employment 
To see if I'm interested in this area of study 

3) As a prerequisite for another course 

4) For my personal interest and/or pleasure 
To prepare for future employment 
To transfer to a four-year college 

7) To complete high school requirements 

8) To improve my fundamental skills (the 3 R's) 
To satisfy an LCC graduation requirement 

The refined questionnaire was printed on appropriate-sized cards 
for machine scoring. A quantity was printed calculated to provide a 
card for each class or section enrolled in by all students enrolling for 



the fall quarter 1970 at Lower Columbia College. Cards were prepunched 
with the identification of each class and section offered and distributed 
to students as part of the registration process. Each student was asked 
to mark a card for each class or section corresponding to his schedule of 
classes. 

After registration was completed, the marked cards were processed 
for analysis. The electrographic marks were converted to card punches 
suitable for machine counting. 

Statistical Data 

The first data collected was a numerical tabulation of the responses 
by class and section. This information proved to be an unwieldly mass of 
numbers due to the large number of sections offered for the fall quarter. 

The second set of data provided a consolidstion of the previous 
material. Responses for all sections of a departmental offering were 
combined into one to three groups consistent with the numbering system 
at the college. Courses numbered less than 50 were grouped together, 
those numbered 50 to 100 were combined and those numbered above 100 
were summed as single sets. These three possible combinations corre- 
spond roughly to the community service courses, occupational courses 
and general college courses as offered by the college. 

The third step in preparing useful information was to calculate 
percentage responses for each reason from numerical counts. The per- 
centages allow comparisons from reason to reason within each subgroup 



of courses as offered by a department. They further permit comparisons 
between subgroupings where there were a different number of responses. 

The tabulation of percentage responses by majoi subgroups of the 
college course offerings is listed in Appendix B. 

Appendix C shows a tabulation of all courses by the three categories 
related to course numbering. When all of the responses are considered 
as a body, the results are shown in Appendix D. In each of these last 
two tabulations, the responses are shown by percentages for each reason, 
with the total response for each reason and classification being 100 per 
cent. 

Observations and Conclusions 

In analyzing the data as presented in the appendices, it is suggested 
that the reader combine the percentages for "primary reason" and "applies 
strongly" as an indication of positive reasons for taking the courses. In 
a similar manner, it is suggested that the "applies slightly" and "does not 
apply" be combined as a measure of reasons for not taking the course. 
Those who did not answer should be ignored as they contain the results 
of those who did not respond to one or more of the questions as well as 
those who turned in cards with no responses. 

An examination of the data supports the hypothesis that students 
enroll in courses for a variety of reasons that should be recognized by 
instructors. Courses designed for transfer and to meet graduation re- 
quirements show heavy positive responses for preparation for future 



employment (consistent transfer reason) and for personal interest and/or 
pleasure. The large percentage who responded to taking courses for their 
own interest and/or pleasure supports the contention that many community 
college students are enrolled as non-occupational terminal students. 

Relatively few courses are taken to complete high school diploma 
requirements, except for those courses that are designed for that purpose. 
Note that classification English and history. 

The results of this study would indicate that almost every department 
and faculty member must recognize the multiple functions of each class 
as evidenced by the spread of reasons why students enrolled. Compre- 
hensiveness extends to each department on campus and probably to a 
degree in each section and class included in the schedule. 
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